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Brand New Book. A cultural history of the face in Western art, ranging from portraiture in painting
and photography to film, theater, and mass media This fascinating book presents the first cultural
history and anthropology of the face across centuries, continents, and media. Ranging from
funerary masks and masks in drama to the figural work of contemporary artists including Cindy
Sherman and Nam June Paik, renowned art historian Hans Belting emphasizes that while the face
plays a critical role in human communication, it defies attempts at visual representation. Belting
divides his book into three parts: faces as masks of the self, portraiture as a constantly evolving
mask in Western culture, and the fate of the face in the age of mass media. Referencing a vast array
of sources, Belting s insights draw on art history, philosophy, theories of visual culture, and
cognitive science. He demonstrates that Western efforts to portray the face have repeatedly failed,
even with the developments of new media such as photography and film, which promise evergreater degrees of verisimilitude. In spite of sitting at the heart of human expression, the face resists
possession, and...
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Reviews
Completely essential read publication. I am quite late in start reading this one, but better then never. You wont truly feel monotony at at any moment of
your time (that's what catalogs are for regarding should you question me).
-- Nels Runte IV
These sorts of publication is the greatest ebook accessible. I could possibly comprehended everything using this written e ebook. Your lifestyle span will
likely be enhance when you total reading this ebook.
-- Tr eva Rober ts
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